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I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

Duration: 4'

Piccolo

Flute

Oboes

Bassoon

2 Bb Clarinets

Bb Bass Clarinet

Bb Soprano Saxophone

2 Eb Alto Saxophones

Bb Tenor Saxophone

Eb Baritone Saxophone

3 Bb Trumpets

3 F Horns

3 Trombones

Euphonium (B.C.)

Tuba

Percussion 1
    Hi-Hat
    Cowbell

Percussion 2
    Cymbals 
        (Splash)
        (Crash)
        (China)
        (Ride)

Percussion 3
    Medium Plastic Bucket

Percussion 4
    Small Plastic Bucket

Percussion 5
    Large Plastic Trash Can

Percussion 6
    Cowbell
    Crotales
    Medium Plastic Bucket
    Gong
    Bass Drum
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Program Notes

    I have always been fascinated by the raw talent of musicians that I meet in the most unlikely of performance 
venues.  ghettoblaster is inspired by street musicians that I have encountered all over the world, ranging from bucket 
drummers in the middle of Chicago, to jazz musicians on a corner in New Orleans, to an accordian player in the 
middle of a small-town square in Europe.  In many of these cases, these musicians have received little or no formal 
training, but have studied the talents and traditions of their culture and their environment. For some, this music is a 
life-long passion for their craft.  For others, it is a necessity for living.

    In ghettoblaster, I try to incorporate many of these ideas of cultural influence, often combining seemingly tribal 
and visceral rhythmic themes with a modern melodic compliment.  I drew the name from the classic 
over-the-shoulder boom-box that was so popular throughout the 1980s and 90s. There are also obvious relationships 
between the percussion instruments I have employed (mostly buckets, cymbals, and a trash can), along with 
numerous subtle quotes of some hip-hop and R&B songs of the past two decades.  I also tried to incorporate the 
feeling of constant forward motion, often leaving the ends of phrases somewhat incomplete before bolting into the 
next idea.  As is common with much of my music, I wanted the end result to be relentless and enegertic, much like 
the styles and traditions of all of the street musicians that play to be both seen and heard.  

    ghettoblaster was commissioned by the Milton High School Band Class of 2010 as their Senior Gift.  All the 
students with whom I worked leading up to the announcement at their Spring 2010 concert were great.  I am 
honored to help them give back to a program that means so much to them.

    ghettoblaster is dedicated to my entire family.  I mean everybody: cousins, aunts, uncles....EVERYBODY.  I have 
one of the funniest, most creative, talented, encouraging, and loving families in the world.  The have constantly 
reminded me that a life without humor is no life at all.

____________________________________________________________________________

About the Composer

    William Pitts (b. 1986) is a composer, conductor, and arranger from Dallas, Texas. Growing up in Carrollton, 
Georgia, Will began his musical studies in piano and choir at age seven, saxophone in grade five, and began his 
conducting studies in grade seven.  Pitts graduated summa cum laude from Emory University, where he studied 
saxophone, conducting, and composition. Pitts also worked as a librarian in the music department, and as an 
ensemble coach and administrative assistant in the department of instrumental music. He was the first student to 
complete an Honors Project in both Conducting and Composition.  Will also earned teaching certification from 
North Georgia College and State University. Pitts' choral and instrumental conducting engagements have taken him 
from coast to coast. He has served as a Conductor of the Phantom Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps of Rockford, 
Illinois, for three years (2005, 2007-08). As the conductor of the 2005 Phantom Regiment, he received the highest 
conducting performance score and the second place leadership score among all Division I drum majors as a part of 
the Jim Jones Award evaluations. In 2008, the Regiment took first place honors as World Champions at the Drum 
Corps International Finals. Will has also served on Regiment's Management Staff.

     Pitts is in high demand as an adjudicator and instructor for high school band programs throughout the country, 
and his students hold an impressive record of success in auditions and competitions. He has also been a featured 
clinician in conducting clinics in Illinois, Indiana, and Maryland. His compositions and arrangements have been 
commissioned and performed across the United States and most recently in Australia. He has written works for and 
been commissioned by the Atlanta Youth Wind Symphony, the Atlanta Trumpet Ensemble, The Vega String Quartet, 
the Atlanta Saxophone Quartet, the Northwinds Symphonic Band, horn virtuoso J.D. Shaw, and numerous high 
school and collegiate wind and chamber ensembles. He has also served as a production consultant and talent for 
Tom Blair, Inc., Drum Corps International, and MTV.  Pitts' recent Honors and Awards include the 2008 Katherine 
Blumenthal Award for Composition, the 2009 Emory University Music Department Nominee for the Sudler Prize in 
the Arts, and the 2010 Award Recipient of the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) Band Directors Association Grant 
for Young and Emerging Wind Band Composers.

     Pitts is currently Assistant Director of Bands at Duncanville High School in Duncanville, TX. He has served in 
the interim position of Director of Choral Activities at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Carrollton, Georgia. He has 
studied conducting with Undra Finley of Chattanooga, Tennessee; Richard Prior and Scott Stewart of Emory 
University; John Madden of Michigan State University; Galen Karriker of the University of Akron; Clay Wascholz of 
Madison, Wisconsin; and Andrea Brown of the Georgia Institute of Technology. He has studied composition with 
John Anthony Lennon and Richard Prior of Emory University, Saxophone with John Jeffres and Jan Berry Baker of 
Emory University, and piano with Jan Adams and George Mann of the University of West Georgia. He has also 
attended symposiums, master classes, and clinics with Mallory Thompson, Frank Ticheli, Eric Ewazen, James 
Barnes, Anthony Maiello, and W. Francis McBeth.
...

If you would like a shorter bio for a program, please e-mail Will at will@williampittsmusic.com 
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Piccolo

Flute

Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Bass Clarinet

Soprano Sax

Alto Sax 1

Alto Sax 2

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in B b 2/3

Horn in F 1

Horn in F 2/3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2/3

Euphonium

Tuba

Percussion 1
Hi-Hat

Cowbell

Percussion 2
Cymbals

Percussion 3
Medium Plastic Bucket

Percussion 4
Small Plastic Bucket

Percussion 5
Large Trash Can

Percussion 6
Cowbell
Crotales

Medium Plastic Bucket
Gong

Bass Drum
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