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Program Notes

We live in a busy world. | grew up in a family that constantly reminded me that | was always doing too
much (yes, Mom and Dad, you were, are, and will always be right). | hate to be idle. I always have to be
busy and | always want to have my hand in everything, sometimes to the demise of my numerous projects.
Pronto is a salute to the planners, the go-getters, and the overachievers that understand my addiction to the
hustle and bustle.

For me, there is rarely a sense of resolution or relaxation that allows me to stop and pause between
projects. As soon as one thing finishes, | am on to the next. Pronto is a musical collection of “nearly
finished” statements. The tempo is constant throughout the entire piece, but can be felt in single time, half
time, or in a two-against-three feel. Regardless of how it is used, the constant and relentless pulse never
subsides, contributing to the sense of constant forward motion. Most every phrase ends and then surges
into the next before there is any real sense of relief. | also avoid most typical harmonic progressions to end
phrases. A progression that might seem predictable and easy to understand ends up leading to a
completely unexpected and new tonal center.

As | have gotten older | have found much greater joy in the opportunities to focus on one project or idea
and see it through to a satisfactory completion. The last third of the piece uses an elongated development
of a B-flat chord to constantly build both tension and the expectation of the relief that eventually manifests
in the final measures. For the first time, the relentless pulse takes a breather; but before anyone can get too
comfortable, it's time to get back to work...

About the Composer

William Pitts (b. 1986) is a composer, conductor, and arranger from Dallas, Texas. Growing up in
Carrollton, Georgia, Will began his musical studies in piano and choir at age seven, saxophone in grade five,
and began his conducting studies in grade seven. Pitts graduated summa cum laude from Emory University,
where he studied saxophone, conducting, and composition. Pitts also worked as a librarian in the music
department, and as an ensemble coach and administrative assistant in the department of instrumental music.
He was the first student to complete an Honors Project in both Conducting and Composition. Will also
earned teaching certification from North Georgia College and State University. Pitts' choral and instrumental
conducting engagements have taken him from coast to coast. He has served as a Conductor of the Phantom
Regiment Drum and Bugle Corps of Rockford, Illinois, for three years (2005, 2007-08). As the conductor of
the 2005 Phantom Regiment, he received the highest conducting performance score and the second place
leadership score among all Division | drum majors as a part of the Jim Jones Award evaluations. In 2008, the
Regiment took first place honors as World Champions at the Drum Corps International Finals. Will has also
served on Regiment's Management Staff.

Pitts is in high demand as an adjudicator and instructor for high school band programs throughout the
country, and his students hold an impressive record of success in auditions and competitions. He has also
been a featured clinician in conducting clinics in Illinois, Indiana, and Maryland. His compositions and
arrangements have been commissioned and performed across the United States and most recently in
Australia. He has written works for and been commissioned by the Atlanta Youth Wind Symphony, the
Atlanta Trumpet Ensemble, The Vega String Quartet, the Atlanta Saxophone Quartet, the Northwinds
Symphonic Band, horn virtuoso J.D. Shaw, and numerous high school and collegiate wind and chamber
ensembles. He has also served as a production consultant and talent for Tom Blair, Inc., Drum Corps
International, and MTV. Pitts' recent Honors and Awards include the 2008 Katherine Blumenthal Award for
Composition, the 2009 Emory University Music Department Nominee for the Sudler Prize in the Arts, and the
2010 Award Recipient of the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC) Band Directors Association Grant for Young
and Emerging Wind Band Composers.

Pitts is currently Assistant Director of Bands at Duncanville High School in Duncanville, TX. He has
served in the interim position of Director of Choral Activities at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Carrollton,
Georgia. He has studied conducting with Undra Finley of Chattanooga, Tennessee; Richard Prior and Scott
Stewart of Emory University; John Madden of Michigan State University; Galen Karriker of the University of
Akron; Clay Wascholz of Madison, Wisconsin; and Andrea Brown of the Georgia Institute of Technology. He
has studied composition with John Anthony Lennon and Richard Prior of Emory University, Saxophone with
John Jeffres and Jan Berry Baker of Emory University, and piano with Jan Adams and George Mann of the
University of West Georgia. He has also attended symposiums, master classes, and clinics with Mallory
Thompson, Frank Ticheli, Eric Ewazen, James Barnes, Anthony Maiello, and W. Francis McBeth.

If you would like a shorter bio for a program, please e-mail Will at will@williampittsmusic.com
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